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Today, Aenne Biermann (1898–1933) is considered one of the major proponents of 
‘New Photography’. Although she was only active as a photographer for a few years 
and, unlike her female colleagues Florence Henri, Germaine Krull and Lucia 
Moholy, for example, had neither an artistic training nor moved within the avant-
garde circles of major urban centres, Aenne Biermann developed her own markedly 
modern pictorial style that established her position as a representative of 
contemporary avant-garde photography within a very short time. Clear structures, 
precise compositions with light and shadow, as well as cropped images focussing on 
specific details are characteristic of Aenne Biermann’s photography. They elicit a 
unique poetry from the people and objects in her everyday surroundings and 
establish an ‘intimacy with things’, as Aenne Biermann wrote in 1930. 
 
Growing up in a Jewish factory owner’s family on the Lower Rhine, Aenne Biermann 
did not move on to higher education; instead, her musical skills were furthered and 
she was given piano lessons. Following her marriage to the merchant Herbert 
Biermann in 1920, she moved to Gera/Thuringia and became part of an upper-
middle class, intellectual society that was extremely open to modern movements in 
art and culture and cultivated these within its own local radius. For Aenne 
Biermann, the starting point for her close involvement with photography was the 
birth of her children Helga (1920) and Gerd (1923). Initially used merely as a medium 
to document her children’s progress, from the mid 1920s Aenne Biermann 
developed her own, creative sphere in her photographic work. She focussed her 
camera on plants, objects, people and everyday situations and used the medium as 
an artistic means to access her own personal surroundings.  
 
In 1928 the art critic Franz Roh arranged for the photographer’s first solo exhibition 
to be held at the Graphisches Kabinett Günther Franke in Munich and presented her 
work in ‘Das Kunstblatt’, a trend-setting monthly magazine for contemporary art in 
Germany. This led to her participation in numerous major exhibitions of modern 
photography, such as ‘Film und Foto’ (1929), and solo exhibitions in Oldenburg, Jena 
and Gera. Aenne Biermann’s pictures received awards in photographic competitions 
and were published in books, art magazines and illustrated journals. In 1930 her 
photographs appeared in Franz Roh´s ‘Fototek’ series of books: ‘Aenne Biermann. 
60 Fotos’ is one of the rare monographs of a photographer’s work of the time. 
 
As a result of the artist’s early death and the family’s forced emigration in the 1930s, 
a large part of the photographer’s archive was lost. Its whereabouts remains 
unknown to this day. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

In more than forty years of extensive and intense research Ann and Jürgen 
succeeded in assembling a large number of images that give a representative 
picture of Aenne Biermann’s œuvre and now form one of the largest collections of 
the photographer’s work.  
 
The presentation comprises more than 100 original photographs, 73 of which are, in 
part, large-format exhibition prints from the holdings of the Ann and Jürgen Wilde 
Foundation. Loans from the Museum Folkwang, Essen, the Museum für Angewandte 
Kunst Gera, the Museum Ludwig, Cologne, the Staatliche Museen zu 
Berlin/Kunstbibliothek, the Münchner Stadtmuseum, the Galerie Berinson, Berlin, 
the Franz Roh Estate and the Dietmar Siegert Collection, Munich, as well as the Ann 
and Jürgen Wilde Archive, Zülpich, complement the exhibition.  
 
Exhibition curator: Dr. Simone Förster together with Anna Volz 
 
An exhibition of the Ann and Jürgen Wilde Foundation, Pinakothek der Moderne, 
Munich in cooperation with the Museum Folkwang, Essen. 
 
 
 
Press material on the exhibition available under: http://www.pinakothek.de/presse 
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